Buddhist Grotto Temples
oases of the Tokharians which were similar to those of northern Iran on the other side of the Pamir mountains. ^
"At the edge of the desert the land rises. Here it is principally fertile loess. The river Tarim, bringing life to all eastern Turkestan, along with its tributaries, traces a vast arc in this loess earth. The skilful industrious peasants have cut innumerable irrigation canals which transform, as if by magic, this desperately bare land into a wonderful garden. There are groves of eldagnaceae which, in springtime, give off a heavy sweet perfume from their sulphur-yellow umbels, wonderful orchards of plum-trees, apricot-trees, peach-trees, mulberry-bushes and pomegranate-trees, with occasionally walnut-trees and pear-trees with their tasty fruit. In the huge well-tended fields are harvests of unbelievable abundance: millet, maize, excellent wheat, madder, cotton, potatoes, turnips, garlic and onions.
"Vines are grown where suitable. These produce many kinds of grape which are delicious and often very large. As the winters, though short, are often severe, the vines are planted along ditches in which the plant is buried when the weather is very cold. The commonest fruit, however, is the melon. This is grown in unbelievable quantities and different varieties all of which are sweet both to taste and to smell. It is the main food of the people all the year round. The water-melon is less tasty. This is grown in two varieties, one with pink flesh, the other with yellow.
"The commonest trees are the willow, the poplar and the mulberry. The stately round-topped elm, offering its pleasant shade to the sun-weary traveller, is more rare. The fuller, nobler shape achieved by these trees is due to grafting,
"In the oases, these enchanted gardens, towns and villages have been built and an occasional isolated farmstead. Most of the houses are poor, but the well-to-do have comfortable rooms built in the Persian style, with good chimney-pieces and often decorated with fine paintings. These oases are separated by tracts of desert. As well as the desolate and dangerous dunes and the ordinary tree-less steppes, there are three other kinds of wilderness. Firstly the endless jungles of
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